This species can be recognized by 1) the strong limbidium on all three laminae that ends above the insertion of the dorsal lamina and rather far below the leaf tips, 2) smooth leaf cells and 3) the usually bistratose bases of the dorsal laminae. This species is closely related to F. crassipes subsp. warnstorfii (Fleisch.) Brugg.-Nann. and may be a well bordered form of it. F. laxus is an extremely variable species. On the basis of the African material it can be characterized by: 1) large, smooth leaf cells, 2) elimbate leaves (perichaetial leaves and rarely other leaves) may be weakly limbate on the vaginant lamina, 3) unequal vaginant laminae that occupy usually less than half the leaf length, 4) leaf cells often with guttulae, 5) terminal antheridia and 6) leaf margins that may be bistratose in places. Two close expressions are found in Africa. One has green plants, rather thick cell walls, leaf margin often entire, leaf cells mostly with guttulae and the costae ending just below to far below the apex. The other form often has a reddish color, mostly thinner cell walls, denticulate, infrequently entire, leaf margins, leaf cells without or with inconspicuous guttulae and per-to excurrent costae. These two forms merge into each other. This species can be recognized by: 1) limbidium restricted to vaginant laminae of perichaetial leaves, 2) leaves 1.1 -1.5 mm long and 3 -4 times as long as wide and 3) leaf cells distinctly multipapillose to almost smooth. The stem is often reddish. Distribution: Cameroon, Zaire, Tanzania, Madagascar and Réunion. Lignicolous, saxicolous and terrestrial. Alt. 400 -2900 m. F. borgenii may be elimbate, but characteristically it has a short to long, often interrupted, intralaminal limbidium. The limbidia of perichaetial and subperichaetial leaves may be marginal. It has short, 0.6 -1.1 mm long, leaves, densely multipapillose leaf cells, and evanescent, percurrent or excurrent costae, the species normally grows on wood. F. argyroloma Pot. Varde is very similar to this taxon and could be just a form of it with an unusually long and wide limbidium. 
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